
Who Pays For Lost Income After A Florida Car Accident? 

Understanding PIP Limits, Lawsuits, And Compensation Options 

The physical pain after a car accident is hard enough. But for many victims in Florida, it is the 

financial strain, especially the loss of income, that contributes drastically to lasting harm. One 

missed paycheck can throw a household off balance. Several missed weeks or months can leave 

someone facing debt, eviction, or the inability to care for their family. 

Florida’s no-fault insurance system was designed to provide fast help. However, when it comes 

to lost income, the system often falls short, and recovering full compensation requires a more 

comprehensive legal strategy. With the right Florida car accident lawyer, however, injured 

victims can pursue the compensation for lost wages and future earnings they deserve. 

What Florida’s No-Fault System Covers And What It Does Not 

Florida is one of the few remaining no-fault states. That means every registered driver is 

required to carry Personal Injury Protection (PIP) insurance, which pays benefits after an 

accident regardless of who is at fault for the crash. 

Under Florida law, PIP covers: 

• 60% of lost wages 

• Up to $10,000 total in combined medical and wage loss benefits 

This coverage takes effect only if medical care is sought within 14 days of the crash and a 

healthcare provider determines that the injured person is unable to work. But even when 

conditions are met, the limits become clear fast. PIP does not replace a full paycheck and is 

capped at a modest amount. In cases involving serious or long-term injuries, it is rarely enough. 

Common Limitations With PIP Wage Loss Coverage 

Even when PIP is paid promptly, it leaves most people with a significant shortfall. Victims often 

face the following problems: 

• Partial Coverage Only: PIP pays just 60% of wages, not 100%. 

• Hard Cap of $10,000: That includes medical expenses, so if treatment is extensive, little 

may be left for wage loss. 

• No Compensation for Future Losses: PIP does not account for long-term disability or 

future lost earning potential. 

• Complications for Non-Traditional Workers: Tips, commissions, bonuses, and self-

employed income are often overlooked or disputed. 
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For anyone with serious injuries or significant time away from work, recovering additional 

compensation becomes not just possible: It becomes necessary. 

When Can You Step Outside The No-Fault System? 

Florida law permits accident victims to file a third-party claim or lawsuit when they suffer a 

serious injury, as defined by statute. This includes: 

• Significant and permanent loss of an important bodily function 

• Permanent injury within a reasonable degree of medical probability 

• Significant and permanent scarring or disfigurement 

• Death, in cases of wrongful death 

When these thresholds are met, an injured person may pursue damages against the at-fault 

driver, including full wage loss, loss of future earning capacity, and other economic and non-

economic damages. 

Unlike PIP, these claims are not capped, and they offer a path toward full recovery. But they 

also require proving fault and proving the full extent of income loss. 

Proving Lost Income After A Serious Crash 

Lost income is not something that shows up on an X-ray, but it can be just as damaging. To 

recover full compensation, it must be proven with documentation, analysis, and strong legal 

support. This is where legal experience becomes essential. 

An experienced car accident lawyer does more than understand what evidence is needed. They 

take action to secure it. From the moment a claim is opened, the legal team begins gathering 

records, coordinating with employers and doctors, and consulting with the appropriate 

professionals to thoroughly document the financial loss. 

• Employer Wage Statements: A lawyer will contact the employer directly to confirm 

missed work and income. 

• Medical Records: They will request documentation from doctors showing the extent 

and duration of work restrictions. 

• Tax Returns and Pay Stubs: For employees, gig workers, and business owners, the legal 

team organizes and presents financial records in a clear, persuasive way. 

• Vocational Expert Testimony: In cases where an injury limits future work ability, a 

lawyer brings in professionals to explain how earning capacity has changed. 

• Economic Projections: For long-term or permanent injuries, legal teams work with 

economists to estimate future income losses with accuracy. 



Insurers often dispute or undervalue wage-related losses, especially when the documentation is 

incomplete or inconsistent. That is why having the right lawyer makes such a difference. They 

know what to ask for, who to involve, and how to present the strongest case possible. 

For the injured person, there is no need to gather paperwork, argue with insurance adjusters, 

or figure out how to prove lost income on their own. One call is all it takes. A skilled legal team 

will take care of the details, allowing injured victims to focus on their healing. 

What If The At-Fault Driver Does Not Have Enough Insurance? 

Florida drivers are not required to carry bodily injury liability (BIL) insurance. That means many 

accidents involve drivers who carry no insurance for injuries they cause to others. 

In these situations, the injured person may need to turn to uninsured or underinsured motorist 

(UM/UIM) coverage under their own auto policy. UM/UIM can step in to cover lost wages 

beyond PIP, long-term earning losses, and pain and suffering. 

But even when filing a claim against one’s own insurer, the burden remains on the victim to 

prove the value of the loss. And just like with third-party claims, insurance companies may 

attempt to minimize what is paid out. 

What About Gig Workers, Business Owners, Or Freelancers? 

In Palm Beach Gardens and throughout Florida, many people work jobs that do not involve 

traditional paychecks. Rideshare drivers, consultants, real estate agents, and small business 

owners all face an uphill battle when trying to prove income loss. 

Yet these cases are not impossible. They simply demand more effort and legal knowledge. 

• 1099 Forms and Invoices: Show historical earnings over time. 

• Bank Deposits and P&L Statements: Validate regular income streams. 

• Client Cancellations and Missed Contracts: Demonstrate specific losses. 

• Industry Standards: Support claims for future lost opportunities. 

Without strong representation, these nuanced losses are often overlooked or undervalued. But 

with a detailed financial review and the right experts involved, they can be quantified and 

recovered. 

The Right Lawyer Makes The Process Easier And More Effective 

If you were hurt in a crash and your injuries are keeping you out of work, it is easy to feel 

overwhelmed when the bills keep coming. You should not have to figure out how to prove lost 

income on your own. That is where we come in.  



At The Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo, P.A., we assist clients in gathering the necessary records 

and documentation to support their claims, including medical records, employment 

verification, and financial reports. We work with trusted experts when necessary and build 

every case with care and attention to detail. You focus on healing. We handle the rest.  

There is no guesswork, no upfront costs, and no fees unless we recover compensation on your 

behalf. That is how contingency fees work. If a car accident has disrupted your ability to earn a 

living, contact us today to schedule a free consultation. 
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