What Happens If a Florida Car Accident Case Goes to Trial?

A Palm Beach Gardens attorney who goes the extra mile to get justice

When a Florida car accident turns your life upside down, it can feel like one more shock when
you realize the insurance company isn’t going to simply do the right thing. Instead of a fair
settlement, you’re suddenly staring at court papers, unfamiliar deadlines, and the possibility of
a trial. In that moment, it helps to know you’re not walking into the unknown. The Law Offices
of Casey D. Shomo, P.A. guides clients through this process often, and we know how different a

case feels once it stops being “just an insurance claim” and becomes a lawsuit with a judge and
jury involved.

A Florida car accident trial is not about theatrics. It’s about ordinary people listening to evidence
and deciding what happened, who is responsible, and what it will take to help you rebuild your
life. When a car accident case goes to trial instead of settling, every step has a purpose, and
each phase can affect the money available for your medical care, lost income, and long-term
security.

Why so many Florida car accident cases settle before trial

Florida’s no-fault system, with its personal injury protection (PIP) coverage, is designed to

resolve many crashes without ever stepping into a courtroom. PIP pays some medical expenses
and lost wages regardless of who caused the collision, which means minor injuries often stay in
the insurance realm.

Even once you step outside PIP and bring a claim against the at-fault driver, settlement usually
remains the default path because:

e Insurance companies want to limit risk and cost.
e Injured people want financial stability and closure.
¢ Courts encourage parties to resolve cases without trial when possible.

In practical terms, the settlement process often includes:

¢ Aninitial claim and investigation by the adjuster

¢ A detailed demand letter from our firm, including medical records and documentation of
losses

¢ Negotiations that may stretch over weeks or months

« Mediation or settlement conferences, sometimes even after a lawsuit has been filed
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When a Florida car accident case is more likely to go to trial

Some car accident claims seem headed for trial from the very beginning because of the
seriousness of the injuries or the way the crash happened. Others only become trial cases after
months of stalled negotiations. Certain patterns tend to show up in cases that ultimately reach a

jury.
Common reasons a car accident case goes to trial include:

e Severe or permanent injuries: When a collision causes long-term disability, chronic pain,
traumatic brain injury, or disfigurement, the financial stakes rise dramatically. Insurance
companies often fight hard to limit payouts in these cases, even when liability is clear.

o Disputed liability: If each driver blames the other, or there are conflicting witness
accounts, the defense may prefer to roll the dice at trial rather than pay full value. Multi-
vehicle pileups, intersections without clear signals, and crashes involving commercial
vehicles often create these disputes.

o Comparative fault arguments: Florida’s comparative negligence rules mean the defense

can try to reduce your recovery by claiming you were partly at fault. Allegations of
speeding, distracted driving, or not wearing a seat belt frequently appear in trial-bound
cases.

¢ Lowball offers and delay tactics: Sometimes the insurance company simply refuses to
make a meaningful offer. They might pick apart your medical history, exaggerate minor
inconsistencies, or insist your injuries are “not that bad.” When that happens, trial
becomes a way to ask a jury to weigh the evidence instead of accepting a discounted
settlement.

What discovery looks like in a Florida car accident lawsuit

Discovery is the information-gathering phase of a lawsuit, and it’s the foundation of any trial.
Think of it as both sides opening their files and building their narratives. Strong discovery often
convinces insurance companies to change their tune, and when a case does go to trial, it’s the
source of almost all the evidence the jury sees.

Discovery usually includes:

¢ Written questions and document requests: You’ll see interrogatories about your
medical history, prior accidents, work status, and daily limitations, as well as requests for
medical records, bills, photos, and employment documents.
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o Depositions: These are sworn, out-of-court question-and-answer sessions recorded by a
court reporter. You may be deposed, as well as the defendant, witnesses, doctors, and
other key players.

¢ Independent medical examinations: The defense may send you to a doctor of their
choosing, who will examine you and issue a report about your injuries and limitations.

Mediation and pre-trial motions before a Florida car accident trial

Before your case ever reaches a jury, the court will usually require one last, serious attempt to
settle through mediation. Mediation is a structured negotiation session where a neutral
mediator goes back and forth between rooms, carrying offers and counteroffers, and helping
both sides see risks and options more clearly.

Mediation often feels like a turning point because:

o Everyone is focused: You, the defense, the insurance companies, and the mediator are
all in the same place at the same time, with trial dates looming.

o Risks are front and center: We talk openly about the strengths and weaknesses of the
case, the range of potential verdicts, and the emotional impact of trial.

¢ You stay in control: No one can force you to settle. You decide whether to accept or
reject any proposal.

Parallel to mediation, judges decide important pre-trial motions about what evidence the jury
will see. The defense might try to exclude certain photos, limit expert testimony, or highlight
prior accidents. We may ask the court to keep out prejudicial or irrelevant material that could
distract jurors from the real issues. These rulings can significantly shape how the story is told at
trial.

What actually happens during a Florida car accident trial

Once the jury is selected and sworn in, the heart of the trial begins. Although each case is
unique, most follow a similar structure.

The main stages include:

e Opening statements: Each side outlines its version of events and what the evidence will
show. We use this moment to set the narrative, explain how the crash changed your life,
and highlight the key disputes.

¢ Presentation of evidence: We call witnesses, including you, eyewitnesses, doctors, and
sometimes specialists like accident reconstructionists or vocational experts. Documents,
records, photos, and videos are introduced and explained.



e Cross examination: The defense questions you and your witnesses, testing your story
and looking for inconsistencies. We then have the chance to clarify and redirect, so the
jury hears the full context.

o Defense case: The defense may call its own doctors to minimize your injuries or its own
reconstruction expert to contest fault. They might argue that your daily activities look
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“too normal” or that your symptoms don’t match the crash.

¢ Closing arguments: After all the evidence is in, both sides connect the dots. We walk the
jury through the verdict form, explain how Florida law applies, and talk specifically about
the amount of money that would fairly reflect your losses.

How juries decide fault and damages in Florida car accident trials

After closing arguments, the judge gives the jury detailed instructions on the law, and the jurors
retire to deliberate. That’s where all of the testimony, documents, and arguments are weighed
and debated. From your perspective, it can feel like the longest wait of your life.

The jury typically answers a series of questions, such as:
e Was the defendant negligent, and did that negligence cause your injuries?
¢« Were you also negligent in a way that contributed to the crash?

¢ What amount of money will fairly compensate you for your economic and non-economic
losses?

If the jury finds that you share some responsibility, they’ll assign percentages of fault. The court
then reduces your total damages by your percentage. For example, if the jury values your total
damages at $500,000 but finds you 20 percent at fault, your award would be reduced
accordingly.

Once the verdict is read, the judge enters a judgment. There are sometimes post-trial motions
or appeals, but many cases conclude at this point with the insurer paying the judgment up to
policy limits. We also work with you to address medical liens and outstanding bills so the
compensation truly serves its purpose: helping you move forward.

How our firm guides clients through the decision to go to trial

Deciding whether to accept a settlement or proceed to trial is one of the most personal choices
you’ll make in your car accident case. The Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo, P.A. doesn’t treat that
decision as a simple calculation. We look at the legal and human sides together.



When we talk through the trial decision with you, we usually consider the severity and
permanence of your injuries, strength of the evidence, your financial and emotional situation,
and the gap between the insurance offer and your needs.

Our role is to lay out realistic best- and worst-case scenarios, explain how juries in our area tend
to approach similar claims, and help you choose the path that best fits your life and your values.
Accountability and recovery sit at the center of that conversation.

If a Florida car accident has left you facing mounting bills, unanswered questions, and a
stubborn insurance company, our attorneys are here to listen and help you weigh your options.
We'll walk through what a trial could look like in your situation, what a fair settlement might be,
and how to protect your future while you focus on healing. If you’re ready to talk about
accountability and the next steps in your recovery, contact us to schedule a free, no-obligation
consultation.
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