Should You Accept the First Settlement Offer After a Florida Car
Accident?

Contact a Palm Beach Gardens attorney who knows the true value of your claim

The call usually comes within days of a car accident. The insurance adjuster is polite, even
empathetic. They acknowledge the crash, mention that they want to help you move forward,
and offer a dollar amount that, given everything you’re dealing with, feels like it might just be
enough. Itisn’t.

In almost every case involving a Florida car accident with real injuries, the first settlement offer
is a strategic opening position designed to close your claim before you understand what it’s
actually worth.

Understanding what’s behind that offer, and what you’re permanently giving up if you accept it,
is the most consequential financial decision you’ll make in the aftermath of a car accident.

Why the first offer is almost always too low

Insurance carriers are businesses operating with the same core objective every business has:
keep costs down and protect the bottom line. Settlement offers aren’t calculated to make you
whole. They’re calculated to close your file for the smallest amount you’re likely to accept given
your circumstances. Those circumstances — bills arriving, income interrupted, and pain ongoing
— are exactly the kind of pressure that makes early offers feel more appealing than they should.

When an adjuster calls within days of your car accident, here’s what they have: a police report,
a preliminary medical record, and years of experience using both against you. Here’s what they
don’t have: the specialist’s imaging report you haven’t gotten yet, the diagnosis that hasn’t
been made, the surgery that hasn’t been recommended, and any measurement of how this
injury will affect your capacity to work, your relationships, or your daily life six months or three
years from now.

The first offer is built on incomplete information by design, and that’s the design working as
intended.

How adjusters push you toward a quick yes

Insurance adjusters aren’t just passive processors. They’re trained negotiators working toward a
specific outcome, and the first few days after a car accident are when their influence is greatest.

Some of the most common approaches used to encourage early settlement include:

e Creating urgency by suggesting the offer is only available for a limited time
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e Framing the offer as generous by comparing it favorably to your immediate
out-of-pocket costs

e Asking for a recorded statement before you understand the full extent of your injuries,
then using your own words to limit the value of your claim

e Minimizing long-term injuries by pointing to the absence of imaging or specialist
documentation that simply hasn’t happened yet

e Emphasizing how long a lawsuit could take compared to a quick settlement, without
discussing what that lawsuit might recover for you

Knowing these approaches exist isn’t cynicism. It’s preparation. And preparation is what allows
you to make a decision that holds up over the long term.

What first offers leave out

To understand why an early settlement almost always undervalues a serious claim, it helps to
see the specific categories of compensation that first offers routinely exclude. These aren’t
obscure legal line items. They’re often the bulk of what a serious crash is actually worth.

Here’s what’s typically missing from an initial Florida car accident settlement offer:

e Future medical expenses, including specialist visits, ongoing therapy, injections, and
potential surgical procedures

e Future lost income, particularly when injuries reduce your ability to work at the same
capacity long-term

e Pain and suffering damages, which Florida law allows for injuries meeting the serious

injury threshold under Statute 627.737 but which rarely appear at fair value in early

offers

e Emotional distress and psychological effects, including anxiety, depression, and
post-traumatic stress that frequently follow serious crashes

e The cost of household assistance and caregiving you now require because of your
physical limitations

e The compounding impact on quality of life, including activities, mobility, and
relationships the injury has permanently affected

A complete and fair settlement requires a fully developed medical record, income
documentation, a confirmed prognosis, and often the assessment of treating physicians who
can speak to long-term consequences. None of that exists in the first two weeks after a crash.

The permanent consequence of signing too soon

When you accept a settlement and sign a release of claims, that transaction is final. It doesn’t
matter if the injury worsens next month. It doesn’t matter if your physician recommends
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surgery six months from now that costs $50,000. It doesn’t matter if you can never return to the
career you had before. The release closes every door permanently, and there is no mechanism
under Florida law to reopen it.

Florida law gives most car accident victims two years from the date of the crash to file a
personal injury claim. That deadline, shortened from four years under 2023 legislative changes,
is strict. But it becomes irrelevant the moment you sign a settlement release.

For example, a Palm Beach County driver accepts $8,000 after a rear-end collision because their
back “just hurts.” Three months later, an MRI reveals a herniated disc compressing the nerve
root. Four months of conservative treatment fail. The orthopedic surgeon recommends a
discectomy that costs over $40,000 before counting post-operative care and income lost during
recovery. The signed release means none of that compensation is recoverable. The $8,000 is the
permanent end of the road.

Why maximum medical improvement matters

One of the most important standards in a Florida personal injury case is maximum medical
improvement, or MMI. MM is the point at which a treating physician determines that your
condition has stabilized and further significant recovery is unlikely, at which point future medical
needs can be projected with reasonable accuracy.

Settling before MMI means settling before you or anyone else knows what you actually need. It
means making a permanent financial decision with incomplete medical information, and it’s a
mistake that can’t be undone after the fact. When your injury is serious, no responsible attorney
should recommend settling before MMI has been reached and documented.

How a properly handled Florida claim unfolds

When a claim is managed correctly, the process looks very different from accepting whatever
number arrives first.

A well-managed Florida car accident claim typically moves through these stages:

e Medical treatment continues until your physician confirms you’ve reached maximum
medical improvement

e Your attorney assembles a complete demand package, including medical records, billing,
imaging, specialist opinions, proof of lost income, and a full calculation of economic and
non-economic damages

e Aformal demand letter is submitted to the insurance carrier with the documented value
of the claim



e The carrier responds, often with a counteroffer below the demand, and negotiations
proceed from there

e Most Florida cases resolve during the negotiation phase; those involving serious injuries,
disputed liability, or underinsured defendants may require filing suit to reach a fair
number

Minor injury cases often settle in three to six months. Moderate to serious injury cases typically
resolve in six to eighteen months. Severe injuries or contested liability can extend the timeline
well beyond a year.

What to do before responding to any offer

The single most important step before responding to any settlement offer is talking to a Florida
car accident attorney. The Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo, P.A. works on contingency, meaning

no upfront fees and no fee unless they recover compensation for you.

Continuing medical treatment and keeping thorough records of every appointment, bill, and
limitation you experience are equally important steps. Insurance adjusters are trained to use
any gap in treatment as evidence that your injuries aren’t as serious as you’ve described.

Accepting a settlement is not just closing a claim. It’s making a permanent, irrevocable decision
about the value of your injury, your future care, and your financial stability for years to come.
That decision deserves accurate information and sound legal guidance before you commit to it.

If you’ve received a settlement offer or are about to, reach out to our firm before you respond.
You can contact us for a free consultation. Understanding what your case is genuinely worth
before you sign could change everything.
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