
Palm Beach County Pedestrian Danger Zones and Liability 

A pedestrian accident attorney discusses how certain roads create predictable 
risks 

Palm Beach County has some of the busiest roads in South Florida, and many are not designed 
with pedestrians in mind. Streets like PGA Boulevard, US-1, and Military Trail combine fast 
traffic with limited visibility and inconsistent crosswalks. Even when someone uses a marked 
crossing, one moment of driver inattention or one design flaw can lead to devastating harm. 

These corridors are dangerous because of how they are built – wide lanes, long crossings, poor 
lighting, and few safe stopping points. For residents who walk, bike, or rely on transit, these 
conditions create predictable risks. When a crash happens in one of these areas, the legal 
questions quickly become more complicated than in a standard pedestrian accident. 

Understanding how road design contributes to these collisions helps victims protect their 
rights. A Palm Beach County pedestrian accident lawyer can identify whether faulty 
infrastructure, inadequate lighting, or improper signal timing played a role and determine who 
may be legally responsible. 

Why pedestrian danger zones exist in Palm Beach County 

Palm Beach County grew around busy corridors that were primarily engineered for vehicle 
movement. As the population increased and walkability expanded, those older roadways did 
not always adapt. The result is a network of streets where pedestrians face risks created by: 

• High vehicle speeds paired with limited pedestrian refuge 
• Intersections requiring long crossing distances 
• Complex turning patterns that force pedestrians to judge multiple traffic directions 
• Poor lighting that reduces driver visibility at dawn, dusk, and night 
• Crosswalks placed too far from where people actually move 

These factors shape why liability becomes complicated. When a roadway is known for crashes 
or near misses, responsibility can shift toward the municipality or the entity in charge of road 
design and maintenance. A single moment can involve layers of failure: a driver who did not 
yield, a traffic signal that did not protect crossing pedestrians, or a road layout that encourages 
speeding. 

Palm Beach County has several corridors where these conditions regularly intersect. 

Palm Beach County pedestrian danger zones and how they contribute to crashes 

https://www.caseyshomolaw.com/car-accidents/


Before reviewing the list, it is important to understand why these specific roads matter. They 
combine speed, traffic volume, complex intersections, and design features that reduce the 
margin for error. When a crash happens in one of these zones, the location itself becomes a key 
piece of evidence in determining whether driver negligence, municipal oversight, or both 
contributed to the harm. Danger zones for pedestrians include:  

• PGA Boulevard: Heavy commercial activity near The Gardens Mall and high turning 
volume create unpredictable movements. Wide lanes and long crossing distances 
reduce pedestrian protection, especially during evening traffic. 

• US-1 (Federal Highway): Frequent driveways, inconsistent crosswalk spacing, and fast 
traffic expose pedestrians to sudden conflicts with turning vehicles. Poor nighttime 
visibility increases risk during early morning and evening hours. 

• Military Trail: Multiple lanes in each direction, short signal cycles, and rapid speed 
changes make it difficult for pedestrians to judge safe crossing opportunities. Sidewalk 
gaps force some people to walk closer to traffic. 

• Okeechobee Boulevard: High speeds and multilane intersections contribute to severe 
crashes. The combination of commercial driveways and left-turn traffic creates frequent 
conflicts with pedestrians. 

• Northlake Boulevard: Long intersections, inconsistent lighting, and fast-moving traffic 
make this corridor challenging for pedestrians during both day and night. 

These areas are not dangerous by accident. Their design encourages fast vehicle movement and 
gives pedestrians little protection. That design context matters greatly when building a 
pedestrian injury claim. 

How location affects liability in a Palm Beach County pedestrian crash 

Liability varies significantly depending on where the crash occurs. A driver may fail to yield or 
speed through a crosswalk, but the conditions of the roadway often influence the outcome. 
Poor design or failed maintenance can shift responsibility beyond the driver to include a 
municipality or another entity responsible for the road. 

The most common factors that expand liability include: 

• Improper crosswalk placement: When a crosswalk is located far from natural foot-
traffic patterns, pedestrians may be forced to cross where drivers do not expect them. 

• Signal timing problems: Short pedestrian signal cycles or missing countdown features 
can make crossing unsafe, especially at wide intersections. 

• Poor lighting: Dim or inconsistent lighting creates visibility problems that the 
municipality may be responsible for correcting. 



• Obstructed sightlines: Landscaping, signage, or pole placement can hide pedestrians 
from approaching drivers. 

• Speed-encouraging road design: Wide lanes and long straightaways contribute to 
dangerous speeds that raise questions about whether the road itself should have been 
engineered differently. 

Because these elements vary from one intersection to another, pedestrian claims in Palm Beach 
County are rarely simple. The crash location often determines which experts must be involved, 
what evidence is needed, and whether a municipal liability claim is possible. Navigating these 
possibilities without guidance is difficult, especially when the injured person is recovering from 
serious harm. 

With support from a lawyer experienced in pedestrian collisions, the investigation can move 
quickly, photography and measurements can be taken before conditions change, and all 
potentially responsible parties can be identified. 

Get support from a firm that understands Palm Beach County’s most dangerous roads 

Pedestrian crashes in Palm Beach County often occur on roads that place people at a 
disadvantage from the moment they step into the crosswalk. When injuries are serious, the 
claim rarely comes down to a single factor. The location, the lighting, the signal timing, and the 
road design all contribute to how liability is determined. These cases demand careful 
investigation and a detailed understanding of how the county’s busiest corridors create risk. 

At The Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo, P.A., injured pedestrians receive personal attention from 
Mr. Shomo, a Palm Beach County personal injury lawyer with more than thirty years of 
experience and over $85 million recovered for clients. His firm works on a contingency fee 
basis, meaning there is no fee unless the case is won. 

If you or a loved one was hit in one of Palm Beach County’s pedestrian danger zones, contact us 
for a free consultation. Mr. Shomo is ready to review the facts, evaluate potential municipal 
liability, and help you move forward with confidence. 
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