Who's Liable in a Multi-Car Pileup Accident in Florida?

A skilled Palm Beach County lawyer can fight for maximum compensation

Multi-car pileups can be chaotic and terrifying. When several vehicles collide in a chain-reaction
crash, you may wonder who is responsible for the damage and injuries. In Florida, liability in a
multi-vehicle car accident can be complicated due to the state’s no-fault insurance system and
comparative negligence laws.

What are common fault scenarios in pileups?
Liability in a pileup often depends on identifying the initiating event. Common causes include:

e Chain-reaction rear-end collisions: Typically, the last car that failed to stop is found
primarily at fault. However, other drivers may also be partially responsible for following
too closely.

e Intersection collisions: Running a red light or turning improperly can trigger multiple
impacts. Fault might be shared between drivers who each made poor decisions.

e Weather-related crashes: Poor visibility, rain, or slick roads can lead to pileups. The
driver going too fast for conditions may carry most of the blame, but others might share
fault for not reacting appropriately.

e Parking lot chain accidents: Usually involve low-speed collisions triggered by a driver
backing up without checking behind them. Others may also be partially at fault for not
paying attention.

What types of injuries happen in multi-car pileups?

In @ multi-car pileup, injuries can range from mild to catastrophic due to the force and
unpredictability of multiple, often rapid, impacts from different angles. Here are some of the
most common types of injuries seen in these crashes:

e Whiplash and neck injuries: These are among the most frequent injuries in any rear-end
collision, especially in chain-reaction crashes. Sudden forward-and-backward motion
can strain or tear muscles, ligaments, and tendons in the neck.

e Back and spinal cord injuries: The force of multiple impacts can compress the spine,
leading to herniated discs, fractured vertebrae, or even permanent spinal cord damage
that could cause paralysis.

e Traumatic brain injuries: Drivers and passengers may hit their heads against steering
wheels, windows, or other objects. TBIs can range from concussions to life-altering brain
damage, with symptoms that may appear hours or days later.

e Broken bones and fractures: Arms, legs, ribs, and facial bones are particularly
vulnerable during high-speed crashes or when a vehicle is crushed between others.
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Internal injuries: The crushing force of a pileup can lead to internal bleeding or damage
to organs like the liver, kidneys, or spleen. These injuries are dangerous because they
might not show symptoms right away.

Soft tissue injuries: Bruises, sprains, and strains occur frequently due to seatbelt
restraint, airbags, or the body’s reaction to sudden movement.

Facial injuries and lacerations: Flying glass or contact with airbag deployments can
cause cuts, abrasions, or even dental injuries.

What happens when more than one driver is at fault?

In many pileups, fault is shared. Let’s say Driver A was speeding, Driver B was texting, and both
failed to react in time. Their combined actions caused a collision that impacted others. Fault
could be split 60/40 or even 50/30/20 among multiple parties. Florida law holds each driver
responsible for their share of damages.

In some pileups, fault might extend beyond the drivers. For example:

A local government agency could be responsible for poor road maintenance or missing
signage.

A vehicle manufacturer might be liable if a mechanical defect (like brake failure)
triggered the crash.

In extreme cases, commercial truck operators or fleet companies could face liability if
their driver acted negligently or their vehicle was unsafe.

How is fault investigated in a multi-car crash?

Determining fault in a multi-car crash involves collecting and analyzing a variety of evidence.
Because these crashes often involve multiple impacts and drivers, the investigation must be
thorough. Here’s how fault is typically established:

Police reports: Officers at the scene document vehicle positions, take driver and witness
statements, and sometimes offer an initial assessment of fault. In some crashes, they
may avoid assigning blame altogether.

Accident reconstruction: Insurance companies often bring in specialists who examine
skid marks, crash debris, vehicle damage, and data from event data recorders (“black
boxes”) to determine the sequence of collisions.

Witness statements: Observations from bystanders or uninvolved drivers can clarify
what happened, particularly if drivers involved in the crash have conflicting accounts.
Video footage: Dashcams, traffic cameras, or surveillance systems from nearby
buildings may capture the crash in real time and provide clear evidence of who initiated
the incident.



e Vehicle damage analysis: The location and nature of the damage (such as rear-end
versus side-impact) can reveal how the impacts occurred and in what order.

All this evidence is considered to assign fault percentages under Florida’s comparative
negligence laws, which directly affect how compensation is awarded.

How do insurance claims work after a pileup?

Initially, your PIP policy pays for your own medical costs and lost wages. Beyond that, you may
need to file claims with other drivers’ insurance providers. If more than one driver is
responsible, you can file against each based on their percentage of fault.

Florida requires only $10,000 in property damage liability insurance. Many drivers carry more,
but some don’t. If the responsible party’s insurance is inadequate, your own
uninsured/underinsured motorist (UM) coverage may step in to cover the gap.

If you are partially at fault, other drivers may file claims against your insurance as well. These
multi-claim scenarios are often resolved in global settlements, but they can also result in
litigation if disputes remain unresolved.

The modified comparative negligence rule means any driver found more than 50% responsible
is barred from recovering damages. This makes fault percentages important in settlement
negotiations and courtroom strategies. Expect insurance companies to push hard to pin
majority fault on someone else.

How does Florida’s no-fault insurance work in multi-car crashes?

Florida is a no-fault insurance state. This means that after any car accident, including pileups,
your own Personal Injury Protection (PIP) insurance pays for your medical expenses and lost
wages, regardless of who caused the crash. Typically, PIP covers up to $10,000. In a pileup,
every driver turns to their own PIP coverage for initial injury compensation.

However, PIP only goes so far. If your injuries are severe or if your damages exceed the PIP
limit, you may step outside the no-fault system and pursue a liability claim against at-fault
drivers. That’s where things get tricky. In multi-vehicle accidents, determining which driver (or
drivers) caused the chain reaction is key to assigning liability for damages beyond PIP.

Get help from a trusted Palm Beach County lawyer

If you were injured in a multi-car pileup in Florida, you could be in for a long and costly
recovery. You’ll need a skilled Palm Beach County attorney who knows how to sort out
complicated claims. The Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo is ready to fight for you. With over 30
years of experience, we can identify the responsible parties, gather evidence, negotiate with
insurance companies, and if necessary, take your case to court.
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Our team is known for compassionate service and aggressive representation, especially in cases
involving multiple parties and insurance companies. We offer free consultations and work on a
contingency fee basis, which means you pay nothing unless we win your case.

If you’ve been hurt in a Florida pileup, don’t let the insurance companies dictate the outcome
of your case. Contact us online or call today to schedule a free consultation. Let an experienced
personal injury attorney guide you through your claim and fight for the compensation you
deserve.

“This is the best law firm! Everyone there is so professional, and you never have to wait for a call
back. They are on it. | highly recommend Casey Shomo’s law firm. Joanne is absolutely

wonderful and a pleasure to deal with.” - K.E., 5% 5% 5% 57 ¢
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