Motorcycle Road Rash Injuries and Legal Options in Florida

What injured riders need to know about recovering compensation

Motorcyclists ride safely every day in Palm Beach Gardens and throughout Florida. But all it
takes is one small mistake by another driver to cause a serious motorcycle accident. And when
these accidents happen, many injured motorcyclists sustain road rash, a severe skin injury that
often occurs when riders hit the pavement after a crash.

At the Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo, P.A., we’ve seen how road rash injuries are often
underestimated at first and then become one of the most serious parts of a motorcycle
accident claim. Riders may walk away thinking they avoided the worst, only to face infection,
nerve damage, permanent scarring, and weeks or months of treatment. Insurance companies
often try to treat these injuries as minor, but the long-term impact tells a different story.

If you were hurt in a motorcycle accident in Palm Beach County or anywhere in Florida, road
rash is not just a medical issue. It becomes a legal issue that can directly affect how your case is
valued, how fault is argued, and whether you recover full compensation.

What is motorcycle road rash?

Motorcycle road rash happens when a rider’s skin scrapes against the pavement during a crash,
usually after being thrown from the bike or dragged across the roadway. Unlike an injury
caused by a single blow, road rash develops through friction over distance, which means the
skin can be damaged across a wide area of the body in just a few seconds. That is why even a
crash at a relatively modest speed can leave a rider with painful and extensive injuries.

In many cases, road rash affects the arms, legs, shoulders, back, or face because those parts of
the body often hit the ground first or remain exposed while the rider slides. Protective gear can
reduce the severity, but it does not always prevent injury, especially in a high-impact crash or
when the clothing tears on contact with the road. The rougher the pavement and the longer
the slide, the more damage the skin can suffer.

Doctors usually classify road rash by severity, starting with surface abrasions and moving up to
deeper wounds that affect multiple layers of skin and tissue. In the most serious cases, the
injury can expose fat, muscle, or even bone. That range matters because road rash is not a
single uniform injury. It can be anything from a painful scrape to a traumatic wound that
requires extensive medical treatment.

Why is road rash so serious?

Road rash is serious because the injury often goes much deeper than it first appears. What may
look like a harsh scrape at the scene of the crash can turn into a complicated medical problem
once the wound is cleaned and examined. When layers of skin are stripped away, the body
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loses its natural barrier against infection, and that creates immediate risks that can make
recovery much harder.

Some riders need ongoing wound care, prescription medication, follow-up treatment, or
surgery to deal with the damage. In more severe cases, doctors may recommend skin grafts,
which involve taking healthy skin from one part of the body and using it to cover the injured
area. Even when the wound eventually closes, the rider may still be left with permanent
scarring, nerve pain, skin sensitivity, or restricted movement that affects daily life long after the
crash.

From a legal standpoint, the seriousness of road rash matters because the injury can increase
both the medical value and the human value of a claim. The deeper the wound, the greater the
treatment needs, the longer the recovery, and the more likely it is that the rider will deal with
lasting physical and emotional consequences. That is why road rash should never be treated
like a minor side issue in a Florida motorcycle accident case.

How do road rash injuries happen in Florida motorcycle crashes?

Road rash injuries usually happen when a rider is forced off the motorcycle and onto the
pavement. That loss of control often comes from another driver making a sudden or careless
move that leaves the rider with no safe path forward.

On roads like 1-95, U.S. 1, and Military Trail, these crashes often follow predictable patterns. A
driver changes lanes without checking a blind spot. A car turns left in front of a motorcycle
without yielding. A driver pulls into traffic and misjudges speed or distance, creating a situation
where the rider has to react instantly.

Several common scenarios lead to road rash injuries:

e Adriver turns left across traffic and forces the rider to lay the bike down.
e A vehicle drifts into the rider’s lane and clips the motorcycle.

e A rear-end collision throws the rider forward and onto the roadway.

e Adriver pulls out suddenly and forces a loss of control.

Each of these situations comes back to negligence, meaning the driver failed to act with
reasonable care. When that failure puts a rider onto the pavement, road rash is often the direct
and unavoidable result.

What makes road rash injuries worse over time?

Road rash injuries often look manageable at first, but the real problems develop after the crash
as the body begins the healing process. The skin protects the body from infection, and once
that barrier is damaged, complications can follow quickly and sometimes unexpectedly.



Some of the most common complications include:

e Infection caused by debris embedded in the wound.

Nerve damage leading to long-term pain or numbness.

e Permanent scarring that affects appearance and mobility.

The need for skin grafts or additional procedures.

Emotional distress tied to visible injuries.

These complications can extend recovery timelines and increase medical costs significantly.
They also change how the injury is valued legally because the long-term consequences often
outweigh the initial diagnosis.

How do insurance companies handle road rash claims?

Insurance companies often try to minimize road rash claims early in the process, especially
when the injury does not initially appear catastrophic. Because the damage involves the skin,
adjusters may frame it as temporary or cosmetic rather than serious.

They may take several steps to reduce the value of the claim:

e Focus only on initial treatment records instead of ongoing care.
e Ignore complications that develop later.

e Downplay scarring or long-term impact.

e Push for a quick settlement before the injury fully develops.

This approach is designed to close the claim before the full extent of the injury is known. Once a
settlement is accepted, the insurance company has no obligation to cover additional treatment,
even if complications arise later.

What evidence helps prove a road rash injury claim?

Strong evidence is critical in these cases because road rash injuries evolve over time rather than
remaining static. It is not enough to show what the injury looked like immediately after the
crash. You must also show how it developed and how it continues to affect your life.

Important evidence includes:
e Photographs taken immediately after the crash and during healing.
e Medical records documenting treatment and complications.

e Expert opinions explaining long-term impact.



e Testimony about pain and daily limitations.
e Surgical records if procedures are required.

Consistent documentation helps establish a clear timeline of the injury. It also prevents
insurance companies from arguing that later complications are unrelated to the original crash.

Who's responsible for paying for motorcycle road rash in crashes caused by another
driver?

When another driver causes a motorcycle crash in Florida, that driver is typically responsible for
paying for the injuries that result, including road rash. This responsibility is based on negligence,
meaning the driver failed to use reasonable care and that failure directly caused the crash.

Unlike standard car accidents, Florida’s no-fault system does not apply the same way to
motorcycles. Riders usually cannot rely on Personal Injury Protection coverage to automatically
pay medical bills and instead must pursue compensation directly from the at-fault driver.

That means several sources of compensation may be available depending on the situation:
e The at-fault driver’s insurance coverage.

e Your uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage.

e Health insurance or medical payments coverage.

e Other responsible parties depending on the facts of the crash.

Florida’s comparative negligence system under Florida Statute § 768.81 means compensation
may be reduced if you share fault, but recovery is still possible as long as you are not more than
50 percent responsible. That makes identifying every responsible party and every available
insurance policy an essential part of building a strong case.

How much is my road rash injury case worth in Florida?

There is no fixed dollar amount for a motorcycle road rash case in Florida because the value
depends on how badly you were hurt and how much the injury has changed your life. A case
involving a painful but fully healed abrasion will not be valued the same way as one involving
deep tissue damage, skin grafts, permanent scarring, missed work, and ongoing pain. That is
why broad settlement numbers are often misleading. They leave out the details that actually
drive value in a real claim.

Several factors usually shape how much a road rash case may be worth in Florida, including:

¢ Depth of road rash — Superficial scrapes and deep friction wounds are not valued the
same way because deeper injuries often require more treatment, create greater pain,
and carry a higher risk of infection and permanent scarring.
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e Location of injury — Road rash on the face, arms, hands, or other highly visible areas
may increase the value of a claim because visible scarring can affect daily life,
confidence, and in some cases a person’s work.

¢ Infected wounds — Complications such as infections often increase the medical
seriousness of the injury and can lead to more appointments, more pain, more
prescription costs, and a longer recovery period.

e Surgery required — Cases involving surgical treatment are often more valuable because
they usually reflect a more severe injury and greater long-term impact.

e Missed work — If road rash kept you from doing your job, reduced your hours, or
interfered with your ability to return to the same type of work, that financial loss
becomes part of the case value.

e Chronic pain — A wound that heals but leaves behind tight scar tissue, nerve symptomes,
or limited mobility that causes long-term pain may support a higher claim because the
effects continue after the visible injury closes.

o Strength of evidence — Clear photographs, consistent medical records, and strong proof
that shows how the injury developed over time can make a major difference when an
insurance company tries to minimize the case.

For example, a rider thrown from a motorcycle on U.S. 1 may suffer deep road rash on one arm
and across part of the torso. The hospital may clean and dress the wounds that day, but the real
cost may build over the next several months through wound care appointments, missed
paychecks, prescription costs, and treatment for painful scar tissue.

That’s why a Palm Beach County motorcycle accident lawyer will look at the whole picture, not
just the first medical bill. A strong case value comes from proving what the injury has actually
cost you and what it is likely to keep costing you in the future.

What are the long-term effects of motorcycle road rash injuries?

The long-term effects of motorcycle road rash can stay with a rider long after the open wound
closes. In some cases, the skin heals but never returns to normal. It may remain tight, sensitive,
raised, discolored, or painful to the touch. Riders who thought they were dealing with a
temporary injury may end up living with a permanent reminder of the crash.

Some of the most common long-term effects of motorcycle road rash injuries include:

e Permanent scarring — Even after the skin closes, the injured area may remain visibly
scarred, uneven in texture, or darker or lighter than the surrounding skin.

o Tight scar tissue — When road rash affects joints or larger areas of skin, the healed tissue
can pull and restrict normal motion in the shoulders, elbows, knees, hands, or torso.



¢ Nerve pain or numbness — Some riders continue to feel burning, tingling,
hypersensitivity, or loss of sensation in the injured area long after the wound itself has
healed.

e Chronic skin sensitivity — Clothing, sunlight, heat, sweat, or even light contact can
irritate healed areas and make everyday activities uncomfortable.

o Emotional distress — Riders with visible road rash scars may feel self-conscious in public,
avoid photographs or social settings, or struggle with confidence after the crash.

e Work-related limitations — Long-term discomfort, reduced movement, or visible
scarring may affect riders whose jobs require physical labor, frequent public contact, or
long hours in restrictive clothing or gear.

e Future treatments — Some riders need additional care well after the crash, including
scar revision procedures, pain management, physical therapy, or dermatological
treatment.

These long-term effects matter because they change how the injury should be understood in a
legal claim. A road rash injury is not minor just because it did not involve a broken bone. If the
crash left you with permanent scarring, daily discomfort, restricted movement, or emotional
distress, those consequences should be taken seriously. They are part of the harm caused by
the accident, and they should be part of any serious effort to recover full compensation.

What should | do after a motorcycle accident with road rash?

The steps you take after a motorcycle crash matter more than most riders realize, especially
when injuries may appear manageable at first. Road rash requires immediate care and
consistent follow-up to prevent complications and protect your health.

You should take action right away:

e Seek medical treatment immediately.

e Follow all medical instructions.

e Take photos of your injuries over time.

e Avoid speaking with insurers without guidance.
e Keep records of expenses and missed work.

e Contact a motorcycle accident lawyer.

These steps help protect your physical recovery while also creating a clear record of how the
injury developed. That documentation becomes critical when it is time to prove the full value of
your claim.
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Why should you speak with a Palm Beach Gardens motorcycle accident lawyer?

Road rash injuries often become more serious over time, and insurance companies are aware of
that. They may try to resolve the case early before the full impact of the injury becomes clear,
which can leave injured riders without the compensation they actually need.

At the Law Offices of Casey D. Shomo, P.A., we focus on building cases that reflect the real
impact of a motorcycle accident. That means understanding not just the initial injury, but the
long-term consequences that affect your life, your work, and your future.

Florida law also sets strict deadlines under Florida Statute § 95.11 for seeking compensation,
which makes acting quickly an important part of protecting your rights. Waiting too long could
mean losing evidence or losing the ability to pursue compensation altogether.

If you were injured in a motorcycle accident in Palm Beach County or anywhere in Florida, don’t
wait to find out what happens next. Contact our law firm to discuss your legal options with a
Palm Beach Gardens motorcycle accident attorney you can trust to fight for you.
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